
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1767 
years, Sumners kept up the drumbeat, not-
ing that it ‘‘requires no great imagination to 
visualize what might develop in a close elec-
tion when feeling was running high with a 
belief that wholesale fraud had been per-
petrated in one or more pivotal States with 
no possibility of a final judicial determina-
tion.’’ 

Sumners’ ‘‘serious situation’’ arose in 2000, 
and it could easily happen again this year. 
An era of electronic communication and 
overnight couriers, Congress should imme-
diately lengthen the period between Election 
Day and the date of the electors’ meeting. 

The electors’ meeting should occur as few 
days as possible before the Jan. 6 Congres-
sional counting date. The six-day deadline 
for a state’s choice of electors should be 
changed to the new date for the electors’ 
meeting. And delivery of the electors’ votes 
to Congress should be accomplished by any 
rapid and secure method, not just by reg-
istered mail as is currently required. 

Making the date, say, Jan. 3, would provide 
an additional four weeks this year for an 
unrushed review. 

We should not be hamstrung by a redun-
dant and slow transmission scheme built for 
an earlier time. The states should have the 
maximum time, within the framework of the 
existing November election date and the 
Congressional counting date, to resolve any 
contested elections. This time, the game 
clock should not control the outcome. 
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Thursday, September 30, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay tribute to the 
Redden family from Gunnison, Colorado. 
LeOna, Tom, Brett and Wendy represent two 
generations of Gunnison cattle ranchers, and 
are truly outstanding citizens of Colorado. I 
would like to join my colleagues here today in 
recognizing their tremendous achievements 
before this body of Congress and this Nation. 

As owners and managers of a 2000–acre 
ranch outside of Gunnison, they have honored 
their trade with distinction for over a century. 
In addition to being ranchers, each has con-
tributed significantly to their community. Tom 
Redden participates with the Gunnison County 
Stock-growers’ Association, the Cattleman 
Days committee, the Oddfellows, and the Elks 
Lodge. He also presided over the Soil Con-
servation Board. LeOna Redden is a member 
of the Rebeccas and is the state secretary of 
the military branch of Oddfellows. In recogni-
tion of their service to the industry, the couple 
was honored earlier this year as parade mar-
shals of the Cattleman’s Day parade. 

Brett Redden and Wendy Hanson, grand-
children of the ranch’s founder, currently oper-
ate the ranch with the help of their respective 
families. In addition to ranching, the two fami-
lies have contributed to their community and 
the environment. Brett works at the local air-
port while Wendy works as the director of fi-
nance for the city of Gunnison. The pair have 
also protected almost 1000 acres of land with 
a conservation easement, and donated addi-
tional land to the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agri-
cultural Land Trust. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to honor the 
Redden family for their longstanding commit-

ment to Gunnison and their contributions to 
the environment and the citizens of Colorado. 
It is with great pleasure to recognize them 
today before this body of Congress and this 
nation. 
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FOR RECEIVING THE 2004 AR-
THRITIS FOUNDATION HUMANI-
TARIAN AWARD 
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OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 30, 2004 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Reverend Coy J. Hallmark of 
Huntsville for receiving the 2004 Arthritis 
Foundation Humanitarian Award. This award 
is given annually to a person in the Huntsville 
community who has displayed exemplary com-
munity leadership. 

As an undergraduate at the University of 
North Alabama, Reverend Hallmark received 
his first pastoral appointment at a church in 
Lexington, Alabama. After earning a Master of 
Divinity Degree from Emory University, Rev-
erend Hallmark was commissioned as a chap-
lain in the United States Army in 1983. He is 
currently a Lieutenant Colonel with the 279th 
Signal Battalion in the Alabama National 
Guard where he provides spiritual support and 
supervision for the battalion chaplains in 
Huntsville, Florence, Mobile and Ft. Lewis, 
Washington. 

In 1986, after returning from a military exer-
cise in South Korea, Reverend Hallmark be-
came an associate pastor at my church, the 
First United Methodist Church of Huntsville, a 
role he has served ever since. During his ten-
ure, the church has seen a large increase in 
its membership and it has been more inclusive 
and accessible. 

In addition to his pastoral duties, Reverend 
Hallmark has vigorously committed his time 
volunteering for numerous community organi-
zations that promote the welfare of persons 
with disabilities and provide them with access 
to assistive technology devices and services 
to increase independence in the home, school, 
and work environments. This issue is close to 
Coy’s heart. His daughter, Rachel was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy in 1982. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Hallmark has been 
a well respected and thoughtful member of our 
church and community for many years. On be-
half of the people of North Alabama, I con-
gratulate my friend, Coy Hallmark on being 
named the 2004 Arthritis Foundation Humani-
tarian Award winner. 
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Thursday, September 30, 2004 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to honor the Bay Area Women’s Center 
of Bay City, Michigan for their diligence and 
dedication to educating the community on the 
devastating effects of domestic violence and 
for supporting numerous victims and their fam-

ilies. The month of October is National Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month. On Tues-
day, October 5, 2004 the Bay Area Women’s 
Center will host their annual vigil and aware-
ness walk to show and renew their commit-
ment to ending domestic violence. 

As we enter into National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, I urge every community 
leader, resident, and law enforcement officer 
to come together and take a stance against 
this hideous crime not just during the month of 
awareness, but every day throughout the year. 
Countless lives are lost and homes are broken 
as result of this preventable crime. We as a 
community must educate ourselves on the 
warning signs. We must also be willing to alert 
the authorities before a situation becomes vio-
lent. Domestic violence is prevalent in all com-
munities. It knows no status or ethnicity. This 
is a vicious crime sweeping our Nation with 
many victims too afraid or simply not aware 
they are victims until it is too late. I am thank-
ful for the Bay Area Women’s Center, for they 
are committed to helping people in crisis. They 
hold true to their philosophy that every indi-
vidual maintains the right to live free of fear 
and violence. Survival of organizations such 
as this one is critical if domestic violence is to 
be an issue of the past. We must support 
these organizations and help them spread the 
word that domestic violence will not be toler-
ated. During the month of October renew your 
own commitment to stamping out domestic vi-
olence by first assuring that you or your loved 
ones are not falling prey to this repulsive 
crime. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
108th Congress to please join me in honoring 
the Bay City Women’s Center for their tireless 
efforts in promoting domestic violence aware-
ness and for providing a supportive, and non- 
judgmental environment to those who have 
become victims. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DOUG 
SCHAKEL 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 30, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay tribute to Doug 
Schakel, a gifted teacher and coach from 
Grand Junction, Colorado. Doug has been 
coaching basketball at the high school and 
college levels for over thirty-two years. During 
that time, he has earned many accolades, and 
has touched many lives in Colorado. This year 
Doug has been inducted into the Rocky Moun-
tain Athletic Conference Hall of Fame, and I 
would like to join my colleagues here today in 
recognizing his tremendous achievements be-
fore this body of Congress and this Nation. 

As a student at Central Iowa University, 
Doug began his journey to being one the most 
successful collegiate coaches in Colorado his-
tory. There he played on their varsity basket-
ball team where he developed an interest in 
coaching. After several years of coaching at 
various high school programs, Doug eventu-
ally ended up as the head coach at Mesa 
State College in 1978. During his eighteen 
years as head coach, Doug led the team to an 
impressive seven conference titles. He also 
had the best overall record of any coach in the 
history of Mesa State. In addition, Doug 
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